
UWT’S FREE WEEKLY PUBLICATION
May 30, 2017 | Volume 21, Issue 30 
thetacomaledger.com

THE

LEDGER

2017 
Graduates 
| P. 8–11

Check out these 
great ideas for 
summer!
| P. 6–7 



Senior Week was held May 15 
through May19, designed to help 
the graduating class of 2017 tran-

sition into the real world, as well as cel-
ebrate the hard work and accomplish-
ments of said graduates. Theses activities 
were put on by the Alumni Association, 
Career Development Center and the 
Senior Class Gift Council. 

 Thomas Duke, Alumni Relations and 
Annual Giving Officer, heavily assisted 
in organizing and running Senior Week. 

 “Senior Week was an idea to welcome 
the graduating class into being Alumni, 
and tie in the annual gift,” Duke said.“We 
haven’t really done a lot of celebrating 
the graduating class [in the past], we 
wanted something more campus wide 
- and to start a tradition of highlighting 
and celebrating the graduating class.”

 Monday of Senior Week pampered 
students with coffee and pastries, while 
Tuesday offered students the opportu-
nity for professional headshots to be 

taken.
 Keely Hanson, another UW Tacoma 

graduating senior, also came for a new 
photo, stating, “I [only] had my photos 
from high school” and that she needed 
new professional photos to update her 
LinkedIn profile. She also enjoyed the 
opportunity to have the Career Develop-
ment center review student resumes and/
or LinkedIn profiles.

 “It’s kinda nice to have these oppor-
tunities - for no cost, too,” Hanson said.  

 Wednesday of Senior Week followed 
with another photo opportunity, though 
this time at the Big W. Seniors dressed 
in a cap and gown and posed with props 
and signs saying “Class of 2017” and “I 
heart UW.”

 For Thursday, Career Development 
came out to hold workshops for Senior 
Week, which focused on developing stu-
dents’ personal brand, career growth and 
networking skills. One major take away 
was the personal examples of how a ca-
reer path isn’t just one straight line. 

 “Each of your journeys will have it’s 
ups, downs, twists and turns, you never 

really know what’s going to happen in 
the future - it’s how you react and deal 
with the changes along the way that map 
your career path,” said Andrea Wynne, 
Career Development Specialist.

 Senior week came to a close on Fri-
day with pizza and a workshop on how 
to manage student finances after gradu-
ating. The workshop provided students 
with an abundance of information, such 
as the pros and cons of opening a credit 

line, that onen should never invest with-
out six months of total finances saved 
and how to handle looming student loan 
repayment.

 The final planned commemoration 
of graduating seniors academic year is 
the Welcome to the Pack Alumni 2017 
celebration, which will be held June 12 
from 5 - 8 pm in the Taproom at the 7 
Seas Brewery. All graduates and alumni 
from the Sound area are invited to attend.
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Senior Week helps to prepare  
graduates for post-collegiate life

By Sasha Penn
Reporter

How UW Tacoma commemorated the graduating class of 2017 with food, free photos and future career advice.
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PHOTO BY SASHA PENN
Groups of UW Tacoma graduating seniors waited in line for photos at the Big W, as a 
part of Senior Week.

Tacoma community fights back  
against Puget Sound LNG facility

Protesters chain themselves to equipment in fear of living in the shadow of natural gas plant.

Tacoma Direct Action, a group of 
local protesters, and City Council can-
didate Sara Morken were arrested this 
week for chaining themselves to con-
struction equipment. 

The Puget Sound liquefied natural 
gas facility has been drawing major 
public backlash for being so close to 
residential neighborhoods on Alex-
ander Avenue near the Port of Tacoma. 

Puget Sound Energy says the facil-
ity will “provide local transportation 
companies with a cleaner fuel alterna-
tive” as well as providing “residential 
and commercial customers with 
natural gas reserves.”

Many residents of Tacoma do not 
feel the same.. Spokeswoman for TDA 
Claudia Riedener believes it’s impor-
tant to raise awareness of the environ-
mental and safety issues. 

There also may be hazardous issues 
concerning the location of the plant. 

Puyallup tribal member Chester Earl 
raises the concern of the danger these 
chemical plants pose due to their loca-
tion along tide flats. 

Chemical engineer Steven Storms 
is also against the chemical plants, 
bringing awareness to the hazards and 
pollutants surrounding the construc-
tion of a natural gas facility. 

Allegedly, 50 people attended the 
protest outside the Puget Sound liqui-
fied natural gas facility gate, with an-
other five people that chained them-

selves to heavy machinery. 
The protesters inside the gate were 

arrested and held in Pierce County 
Jail, facing charges of first degree ma-
licious mischief, first degree criminal 
trespassing and obstruction in the first 
degree. A Tacoma police department 
spokeswoman pointed out these are 
all considered felonies. 

However, TDA only organizes 
non-violent protests. Organizers 
called this “non-violent acts of civil 
disobedience.”

By Monica Cysensky
A&E Editor

UW Tacoma has honored many through the OSCARSs award ceremony the past 14 years. 

A night at the OSCARs

The 14th annual OSCARs Award 
Ceremony took place at UW Tacoma 
on May 19th at the University Y. The 
ceremony highlighted students and 
faculty with awards and recognition for 
their work during the 2016-2017 school 
year. 

 The OSCARs acronym stands for 
Outstanding Student Ceremony for 
Awards and Recognition. Over a dozen 
of awards were given to individual 
students, faculty and staff as well as to 
committees and organizations. Student 

Engagement plans and hosts the event 
each year and students are able to 
nominate and then vote for each award 
previous to the event. 

 Student Program Specialist Brittany 
Sanchez Reed worked on organizing 
the event  and said that voting was 
higher than last year and has been 
“steady the last four years.” Over 185 
attendees arrived at the event in semi-
formal attire to celebrate the 
accomplishments of those around 
them. 

 “This ceremony brings students, 
staff and faculty together to celebrate 
student achievement inside and outside 

the classroom,” Sanchez-Reed said. “ 
Whether the awards are for students or 
chosen by them, the entire evening is 
intended to focus on their experience.”

 This year at the OSCARs a new 
addition to the program stood out. The 
incorporation of video allowed the 
audience to see and hear more 
experiences of students through 
interviews and highlighting events 
throughout the year on film. Zvon 
Casanova produced and put the videos 
together to be shown at the event. “I 
think they were the highlight of the 
evening and we definitely want to 
continue that in next year’s program,” 

Sanchez-Reed said. 
 Among the awards given at the 

OSCARS were the Student Volunteer 
Award given to Chase Powell, the 
Tahoma West Contributor Award to 
Erika Wigren and the  ASUWT 
President’s Award given to  Elizabeth 
Hansen. 

 “I was very honored to receive the 
ASUWT President’s Award this year,”  
Assistant Director of Student 
Engagement Elizabeth Hansen said. “It 
means a lot, as this award comes from 
the students, and I’m proud of the work 
I get to help them accomplish every 
day”

By Sophia Sonovich
News Reporter

Interested in
working for
The Ledger?
Contact
ledger@uw.edu
for more information.
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Scientists at Harvard University and 
the University of New South Wales have 
identified a possible way to repair 
damaged DNA through reversing aging. 
This new discovery could aid  astronauts 
in travelling to Mars. 

 This research, published in the 
Journal of Science Magazine, identifies 
the method used. While cells have the 
ability to repair DNA, the ability for that 
process withers away as a person ages. 

Scientists found a way to give human 
cells the energy they need to continue 
repairing DNA throughout old age.

 This is through a process that allows 
our bodies to continue producing NAD+ 
— an enzyme found in living organisms 
— in old age. The process occurs by 
injecting NAD+ into our bodies. This 
enzyme begins to deteriorate as you get 
older, causing your cells to become less 
able to repair DNA. 

 Scientists tested this process by giving 
lab rats a booster called NMN, which 
inputs large amounts of NAD+ into their 

bodies. They found that the rats given 
this compound were less susceptible to 
aging as well as radiation from the sun. 

 This new research has the possibility 
to impact the future of the human race 
through the effects of anti-aging. 

 “This is the closest we are to a safe 
and effective anti-ageing drug that’s 
perhaps only three to five years away 
from being on the market if the trials go 
well,” said David Sinclair, Harvard and 
University of New South Wales professor.

Human trials of NMN boosters will 
begin this year in Boston, Massachusetts. 

The idea is to incorporate NMN into a 
pill for humans to take in order to reverse 
the aging of a person. 

 NASA has also taken notice in the 
NMN research. The challenge to keep 
astronauts healthy while in space is 
difficult due to the radiation induced 
accelerated aging. NASA astronauts also 
deal with muscle weakness and memory 
loss. Muscle and bone density loss is 
caused by the effects of zero gravity. These 
negative side-effects from space travel 
can possibly be altered with the addition 
of NAD+ into an astronaut’s system.

 Within the next few years, Sinclair 
and his team aim to finish their studies 
on NAD+ in order to further the quest 
for anti-aging. 

By Jude Hanno
News Reporter 

 Scientists discover technique to repair DNA
New research published earlier this year proves anti-ageing of human cells could be in our near future.

Opinion: Thin razors edge: unwavering defense of  
law enforcement lacks the right criticism

Many people would agree that law enforcement officers are doing a necessary job upholding the law.  
Only problem is, the laws they enforce might violate our civil liberties.

 Public support for law enforcement 
has become a lot more visual than in 
previous years — Vehicles with blue tape 
or “thin blue line” bumper stickers 
voicing their support for law 
enforcement, Facebook articles or 
statuses speaking out about how 
disrespect for law enforcement is anti-
patriotic or supportive of criminal 
activity, and so forth. And while it’s easy 
to sympathize with these statements — 
after all, law enforcement officers are 
people too — there is something not 
being highlighted by this unwavering 
support that has me both concerned and 
frightened.

 The one major flaw to any of this 
hero worship could be put simply: law 
enforcement upholds and enforces laws 
daily, and while we may support law 
enforcement officers and their 
acquaintances, we must be cautionary 
to defend them at every turn and avoid 
criticism of their actions. Let me break 
this down further.

 Law enforcement upholds laws, and 
in the United States they take an oath 
that states they “will always uphold the 

constitution, my community, and the 
agency I serve.” Allow me to ask you 
this, dear reader: what if the laws they 
are enforcing are unconstitutional? 
Would they be obligated to continue 
their work despite criticism towards 
their superiors or legislators? Refusing 
to enforce these laws could result in 
termination or even criminal 
prosecution. Suddenly, the law 
enforcement officer finds themselves in 
a puzzling place: they may disagree with 
the law, but must enforce it as part of 
their work, otherwise they face grave 
consequences. What power then does 
law enforcement have over this issue, 
besides being an accomplice to the 
problem? Not to mention that enforcing 
unconstitutional laws would not only 
harm everyone in any community, but 
the oath an officer takes would become 
contradictory. 

 The other possibility is that law 
enforcement could support laws that 
may not immediately seem 
unconstitutional, but do violate the Bill 
of Rights — aws allowing for random 
search and seizure (“stop and frisk”), 
laws that restrict firearm ownership in 
unnecessary ways or that don’t improve 
the safety of the community (magazine 

limits, waiting periods, etc.) or laws that 
restrict an individual’s right to free 
speech (the outlawing of Holocaust 
denial in many European nations, 
blasphemy or hate speech laws).  If the 
police are conscious of the 
unconstitutionality of the laws they must 
enforce, but enforce them anyway, are 
they not complicit in violating our civil 
liberties?

 Another scenario has me even more 
alert than the first — what if the 
Constitution is amended in such a way 
that one of our previously upheld civil 
liberties becomes restricted, or flat out 
repealed? Constitutional amendments 
that have restricted the rights of others 
are not a fringe possibility. After all, one 
of the most disastrous amendments to 
our constitution was the 18th 
amendment, which made the 
consumption or production of alcohol 
illegal. The result of this amendment was 
the proliferation of gang activity, a public 
outpour against “vice squads” and other 
organizations akin to them, and — 
ironically — created new and deadly 
challenges for law enforcement that had 
never been seen on such a large scale. 
Thankfully, the amendment has since 
been repealed, but the ability of the 

powers at be to amend the constitution 
to restrict our rights or make laws that 
violate our basic civil liberties — yet 
defended by an amended constitution 
— is an ever-present possibility.

 We shouldn’t damn our local Joe or 
Joyce Policeman — they do an incredibly 
challenging job that few of us would be 
lining up to do. However, the system of 
power they are a part of — the 
enforcement of laws — places them at 
a sharp razors edge. The protection of 
our civil liberties, and the defense of 
those liberties set in stone by our Bill of 

Rights, is dependent on what laws are 
passed and enforced, if not what 
amendments are added to the 
constitution. We must be ever vigilant 
to those who wish to file at our liberties 
and those who might serve them, 
including all of our law enforcement 
agencies. They may act as a “thin blue 
line” against crime or anarchy, but they 
also must act as a resolute barrier against 
corruption, oppression and the erosion 
of our rights. Otherwise, they will merely 
be another tool of these ever-looming 
threats. 

 Washington State ID bill passed and signed
Washington state joins 25 other states with this bill to bring the state ID up to higher standards.

After the September 11, 2011 
terrorist attacks, the REAL ID Act of 
2005 was made so state IDs could 
only be obtained by lawful citizens 
with proof of citizenship and their 
social security number. While 
Washington state has implemented 
the Enhanced Drivers License, 
regular non-enhanced licenses and 

state IDs are still available.
 The Federal Government has 

granted Washington state an 
extension until June 6 of this year. 
All current IDs that are non-
compliant with the REAL ID Act will 
be barred from federal use, such as 
boarding a plane or going on an army 
base.

 Seeking to expand the current 
extension to October 2020, 
Washington lawmakers recently 

agreed on a two tiered licensing 
system, bringing Washington into 
compliance with the REAL ID Act. 

 The House passed the measure 
on a 55-41 vote, and the Senate passed 
it on a 36-13 vote. Thereafter, Gov. 
Jay Inslee proceeded to sign the bill 
on May 16, 2017. Officials will now 
seek review by the Federal 
Government to grant an additional 
extension beyond the current 
deadline of June 6.

By Sasha Penn
Reporter

ILLUSTRATION
 BY ALEXX ELDER

By Noah Wingard
Opinion Columnist

COURTESY OF CETA VOTE ACTION STRASBOURG

Scientists found a 
way to give human 

cells the energy they 
need to continue 

repairing DNA 
throughout old age.
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Editorial: Thank you UW Tacoma for the memories
The opportunity to be a part of this campus culture will forever be a part of wherever I go.

I remember first coming to UW 
Tacoma thinking this was it. This 
was going to be the place where 

I would be able to turn a new leaf in 
terms of where my life was at.  

After years of struggling through 
severe depression and the constant 
idea that I will never succeed and meet 
my parents — or anyone’s expectations 
— I realized this was not a way to live. 
As a South Indian Malayalee woman 
and a first-generation college student, 
I wanted to break free of the barriers 
put around me.  

 Then I discovered that my passion 
of dance, the arts and media culture 
in general could be a channel for me 
to escape, along with the ability to 
create a difference in the world. It took 
me several years to come to this 
conclusion as to what I wanted to do 
in life, and finally — after a constant 
mental battle with what I really wanted 
and what others wanted of me — I 
decided it was time to decide for 
myself.  

 I wanted to make an impact, to 
have my voice heard and be an 
inspiration to people of a diverse 
background who feel they cannot 
make it in the world — and I felt by 
utilizing the resources, tools and voice 
of the media, I could.

 UW Tacoma granted me that.
 This past year, working at The 

Ledger has brought me that eye-
opening experience of what it means 
to be part of a community. What it 
means to be amongst peers who 
respect you and your ideals. What it 
means to have professors that 
encourage you to push harder and 
pursue the dreams we wish to follow.

 UW Tacoma was the place that 

helped me find my voice in writing, 
and even pushed me to be a voice in 
the community. This was the place 
that allowed me to kickstart my blog 
“Voice of an ABPD,” and challenge 
social norms and cultural ideals.

 This being said, I cannot go 
without my round of thank you’s to a 
multi-faceted group of people that 
came upon my life and allowed me to 
be a part of theirs:  

 To my professors: each and 
everyone one of you have helped me 
in terms of discovering myself and 
what it means to be an active person 
in this society. 

Janie Miller & Alison Cardinal 
  It was because of you two that I 

got the idea of “Voice of ABPD” to 
come about, and I thank you. I thank 
you because it allowed me to be a 
catalyst of a much needed change in 
my cultural community. 

Bill Kunz 
The simple fact that you believed 

in me and took the time to listen to 
what was rambling about in my head 
meant the world. You encouraged me 
to pursue and delve deeper into each 
idea I had. You were there to listen, 
and for a student, that is what we need. 
You’ve specifically became a mentor I 
will never forget in my life, and I hope 
this fellowship continues.

Alexander Smith 
It was in taking your intro to 

communications course that got me 
to change my major in the first place! 
Who knows where I would have ended 
up (probably behind some cubicle at 
a corporate setting). You unlocked this 
burning desire to further my 
intellectual studies in the web of mass 
media and well, for that, I’m forever 
grateful. 

Ruth Bernstein 
In taking a part of the nonprofit 

curriculum, I was able to discover the 
potential of what it means to help 
others in society and what it means to 
make a difference with my writing 
— You’ve even given me the 
opportunity to do so for an 
organization. It was through your 
guidance in this complex world that 
I realized there is more to be done for 
organizations.

Randy Nichols
 Though brief, I humbly thank you 

for all the support you’ve given me in 
terms of using my voice to activate 
others in society. You’ve helped me 
improve as a hopeful-to-be journalist 
and recognizing value in the words I 
put out there. 

Andrea Wynne 
The things I can say about you! 

You’ve not only become my career 
cheerleader, but support for the hopes 
and dreams myself and others students 
share. The positive light you feed to 
others is absolutely contagious and I 
hope to return it all back to you in the 
circle of life Wonder Woman!

 I didn’t forget the friends I made 
here on campus either: you guys made 
this final year at UW Tacoma 
memorable.  

Jessika Foust
In the short time I got to know you, 

you’ve become a tremendous support 
in everything that had gone on. You 
listened, you were there and you 
helped create a lot of beautiful, fun 
lasting memories that I will never 
forget. 

Alexx Elder
What can I say, love. You made me 

up into Princess Jasmine, drawn the 
cover to the book I plan to publish 
and have done endless beautiful 
sketches that I know will take you far! 
Thank you for being that creative 
inspiration for all of us to look to.

Anna Howell
You are honestly the first person I 

ever really spoke to on campus, and 
for that, I thank you. You helped me 
break free and discover what it means 
to be in the “now.”

Joshua Flores 
Ever since we had that  

environmental communications  
class together, you’ve been my go-to 
guy for PR/marketing work. On top 
of that, you accept me for me and I 
thank you for that.

Christie Peralta 
Thank you for being a wonderful 

person inside and out. Your personality 
was an absolute pleasure to hang 
around with on campus. The visions 
you have excite me for your future and 
the future of UW Tacoma! 

Avery Parker
What to say girl … your thoughts 

of what is going to come next for The 
Ledger excite me and I am glad that I 
got to be a part of it. 

Berkan Koroglu 
Our friendship was indeed a 

rollercoaster of a ride this year, but it 

worked. We’ve created a lot of 
interesting memories together and 
well, I wish you nothing but happiness.

 It is through hope — like many of 
you — that got me to be where I am 
at mentally and spiritually, though I 
admit it was not always that way. But 
to be my own catalyst for change is 
what brought me to understand there 
is more to life than simply reading a 
textbook, finding a hobby and 
achieving a career. It’s about making 
a change — making an impact in those 
that helped cultivate us to be the 
person we are today.

 With this being said, I leave this 
wonderful place with hope of a better, 
brighter future for all of us. It is too 
often where we look outside for the 
heroes to admire, but I see them right 
here among us. All have the potential 
to be the catalyst for change — it is up 
to each and every one of us to make 
that happen. It’s time to be bold, to 
take risks, to say we can and we did 
— and most importantly — to always 
and forever be humble and gracious 
from where it is we came from. 

By Angela Suresh
News Editor

ILLUSTRATION BY ALEXX ELDER

 Discrimination against Cluster B personality disorders 
How stigmatizations of Antisocial Personality Disorder are harmful to the adults diagnosed. 

In the face of any tragedy or political 
disaster, people with mental illnesses 
can always expect to be among the 
collateral damage. Whenever there is 
a mass shooting or a hate crime, the 
media is quick to label the perpetrator 
as mentally ill regardless of whether or 
not they meet the criteria for any 
diagnosable condition. Public 
speculation is rampant over the mental 
health of politicians.

 Those who fall under a certain 
category of mental illness, known as 
Cluster B personality disorders, face the 
most scapegoating and discrimination. 
According to the Mayo Clinic, “a 

personality disorder is a type of mental 
disorder in which you have a rigid and 
unhealthy pattern of thinking, 
functioning and behaving.” In Cluster 
B personality disorders, these patterns 
generally involve dramatic and 
emotional behavior.

 The Cluster B personality disorders 
include four specific disorders: 
Antisocial, Narcissistic, Borderline and 
Histrionic. Antisocial personality 
disorder is often referred to as 
sociopathy, and often includes impulsive 
and aggressive behavior. Narcissistic 
personality disorder often causes the 
person diagnosed to act as though they 
are better than others. Borderline 
personality disorder tend to have an 
unstable sense of identity. Histrionic 

personality disorder often makes the 
person diagnosed consistently try to 
seek attention.

 It is easy to understand why these 
conditions are so stigmatized since 
“sociopath,” “narcissist,” and “attention-

seeking” are common insults. One 
article, titled “How to Train Your 
Borderline,” refers to said hypothetical 
person with BPD as a “woman-child” 
and a “ball-busting, bitchy female.” 
According to a 2013 report in the Lewis 
& Clark Law Review, children labeled 
as having ASPD are more likely to be 
tried as adults and given life sentences 
under the false assumption that they are 
more likely to offend again, even though 
ASPD cannot be diagnosed before 18.

 This discrimination is especially 
harmful given that these disorders by 
definition cause distress to the people 
experiencing them. Not only that, 
Cluster B disorders often — but not 
always — result from trauma.

 It is true people with these disorders 

can cause trouble for others — as can 
everyone — and this should not be 
sugarcoated or excused. But this also 
drives home the importance of 
humanizing people with Cluster B PDs. 
Stigmatizing them can prevent people 
from seeking treatment, and also drive 
them further into their behavior.

 No matter what conditions someone 
has, they are still human. 

By Julianna Siemssen
Opinion Columnist

ILLUSTRATION BY ALEXX ELDER

 Those who fall under 
a certain category 
of mental illness, 

known as Cluster B 
personality disor-
ders, face the most 
scapegoating and 
discrimination.
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Nerds unite: ThinkGeek opens  
store at Tacoma Mall

A place where pop-culture and people come together. ThinkGeek now open in Tacoma.

Those who shop at ThinkGeek no 
longer have to wait 3 to 5 business 
days for their products to arrive at 
their door or travel in traffic to their 
Seattle location, for ThinkGeek has 
officially come to the Tacoma Mall. To 
get a sense of what ThinkGeek is all 
about, let’s dive into their history...

 ThinkGeek first launched their 
website in 1999, selling pop culture 
collectibles and merchandise for those 
that wanted to be closer to their 
favorite movies, comics and games. It 
wasn’t until 2015 that ThinkGeek 
opened their first physical location in 
Orlando, Florida. Since then, the 
company has opened 28 more stores 
along the East Coast, and two in the 
state of Washington. This brings the 
total to an impressive 31 stores in just 
three years. 

On May 11, the ThinkGeek store 

inside the Tacoma Mall had a soft 
opening. However, the big event 
happened a week later, on May 19th, 
with the cutting of a ribbon 
commemorating their grand opening 
within the walls of the Tacoma Mall. 
Well before the opening, a line had 
formed — full of cosplayers, geeks and 
fans stretched fifty yards past the store 
entrance. This massive demographic 
is something ThinkGeek prides 
themselves in. 

“What’s great about pop culture is 
that it reaches all ages,” said Steve 
Wilson, the ThinkGeek District 
Manager. “There are people that come 
here in their 80s for the Superman 
memorabilia, and young kids that are 
fans of the new Guardians of the 
Galaxy.”

 Wilson also mentioned that one 
of the main goals of a physical 
ThinkGeek store is to build an 
emotional connection between the 
collectors and the collectibles. This 

will be further emphasized by monthly 
trivia and cosplay events, beginning 
with Star Wars versus Star Trek this 
May, and Female Heroes in June to 
celebrate the release of the new 
Wonder Woman film.

The ThinkGeek store has a very 
open and inviting layout, with a life 
sized Deadpool statue that greets you 
at the entrance. This open concept 
allows you to quickly find your niche, 
with shelves divided into pop culture 
favorites like Marvel, Pokémon and 
Game of Thrones. ThinkGeek has 
quirky home goods, like a Death Star 
waffle maker, as well as serious 
collectibles, such as a scale replica of 
the T-80 Power Armor from the 
Fallout series. 

 Different than most, ThinkGeek 
operates equally as a store for 
collectors and a safe-space for geeks 
and fans alike to unite and mingle in 
a comfortable location. It is a must-see 
emporium for anyone and everyone 

that is fan of the biggest movie, tv, and 
video game franchises — not to 

mention, who doesn’t want a selfie 
with a life sized replica of Deadpool?

By Alexx Elder
Page Designer

Don’t let the title fool you. Though 
“Alien: Covenant”it is indeed a film 
residing in the “Alien” franchise, it’s 
not a sequel that continues the 
traditional “Alien” story. Rather, it is a 
sequel to the 2012 prequel film, 
“Prometheus.” 

Taking place over a decade later, 
after the events of the first film, - 
Covenant —, the human colony ship 
—, travels tois bound for a planet 
named Origae-6 to colonize. Things 
don’t  not go as planned, and the ship 
is hit with a neutrino burst, which 
results in the deaths of varioussome 
passengers andas well as the captain. 

The Ccrew members aboard are 
awakened from a cryo sleep to work 
on repairs. During this process, the 
ship’s human like synthetic robot, 
Walter (Michael Fassbender) receives 
an emergency transmission from an 
unknown planet. The crew decides to 
investigate the planet, and cominges 
across the same black goo substance 
as seen in the last movie. Things 
quickly become chaotic as some of the 
crew is exposed to the black substance. 
Thereafter,Now the remaining crew 
must find a way to escape from the 
planet while also evading the newly 
born alien creatures that want them 
dead. 

One of the most appealing aspects 
in the movie are the visuals. Director 
Ridley Scott nails the setting in almost 
every instance. When the crew first 
lands on the planet, it is hard not to be 
mesmerized by the large landscapes. 
From the flora to the cliffs, everything 
has a realistic and natural beauty to it. 
This sense of beauty also brings with 
it a sense of dread — , as those who 
watched the previous film will know 
that the crew is in danger, and it’s only 
a matter of time beforewhen things 
start to go wrong. 

But before things go south, the film 
follows much of “Prometheus’s” aspects 
and focuses more on the character 
interactions and science. Much of the 
early part of the film focuses on the 

crew and the exploration of the planet. 
This is the weakest part of the film, 
mostly due to how slow it was. 

None of the characters are that 
memorable or developed enough for 
the audience to care for them. Of the 
characters in the film, none besides 
Walter, and acting captain Daniel, 
(Katherine Waterston) gave memorable 
a noticeable impressions. Fassbender’s 
performance throughout the film was 
great, while Waterston’s was only 
competent. Every other character in 
the film had only averageokay acting 
skills.There was also no  writing forin 
the film didn’t help — itthat made me 
care less about these characters as they 
were.- Sslowly, yet surely the crewy 
gets picked off by the various 

Necromorph-type creatures. 
Thankfully, “Alien: Covenant”it 

manages to pick up the pace by the 
second half of the film, as it begins to 
focus more on the horror aspects 
rather than the scientif ic 
backgroundones. 

Much like “Prometheus,” 
Necromorphs do not make an 
appearance. The black goo continues 
the cycle of evolution to the creation 
of the Necromorph with two previous 
forms, the Neomorph and the 
Protomorph. These creatures are 
terrifying and, much like the 
Necromorph counterpart, are 
extremely deadly. These aliens manage 
to bring the suspense and terror 
whenever they are on screen, and their 

appearances are easily the best part of 
the film.

As both a sequel and prequel, 
“Alien: Covenant” manages connect 
the dots betweento both “Prometheus” 
and the “Alien” franchise. The film 
takes and blends positive aspects from 
its predecessors, and ends up creating 
a movie that holds the audience’s 
attention from start to end. 

Despite a slow start, “Alien: 
Covenant” stays faithful to the 
franchise by focusing on the horror 
aspect of the series - which it is known 
for. and is “Alien: Covenant” is worth 
the watch to both fans of the series and 
sci-fi horror genre.

Review: ‘Alien: Covenant,’ a competent sci-fi horror
Despite a slow start, “Alien: Covenant” manages to pick up its pace during its second half,  

creating a sci-horror that leaves both fans of the genre and franchise satisfied.

By Derek Downey
A&E Columnist

COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX
Protomorph aboard an escaping shuttle from the planet.

PHOTO BY ALEXX ELDER
The Tacoma ThinkGeek store created a limited edition pin to hand out to the first 500 
guests during the grand opening.

The Good: 
•	 The visuals are stunning.
•	 Necromorphs are terrifying.
•	 The horror in the second 

half of the film is faithful  
to the franchise.

The Bad: 
•	 First half of film is slow.
•	 Characters leave no 

impression and just serve as 
bodies for the necromorphs.

“Alien:  
Convenant”
★ ★ ★ ★ ★

REVIEW
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For your summer binging needs.

While this is by no means a new 
show, it’s severely underrated. In a dys-
topian future, the earth has been left 
inhabitable due to a massive nuclear war. 
After humanity lives on a glorified space 
ship for nearly a century, they send 100 
of their juvenile delinquents to earth to 
see if they can sustain the effects of severe 
radiation, hoping to join them below if 
they indeed survive.

Turns out the 100 can live on the 
ground  — but they aren’t the only hu-
mans there. Known to the 100 as 
“grounders,” these radation-effected 
humans live in constant barbaric anar-
chy. With several different clans of 
people, the 100 have to find their way in 
this Game of Thrones-esque world —
only with more wars, and less civilized 
interactions.

With a plot that constantly pushes 
the audience to the edge of their seats, 
“The 100” raises infinite questions that’ll 
leave you craving for answers.

    —Monica Cysensky, A&E Editor

A must see documentary for any 
millennial due to its critical look at the 
2008 global financial crisis that has 
dramatically shaped the current eco-
nomic climate. Prepare to have your 
mind blown as the film takes an in-
depth look at the legislative, political, 
academic and systemic failings that 
allowed this disastrous event to occur. 
Learn how most of the perpetrators 
got away with it and what current gov-
ernment officials are doing (or not 
doing) to prevent it from happening 
again. As one of the most impactful 
events of modern history, every college 
student needs to see this.

       —Jessika Foust , Page Designer

“Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt,” 
created by Tina Fey, revolves around 
— yes, you guessed it — Kimmy 
Schmidt, played by hilariously tal-
ented “The Office” veteran Ellie Kem-
per. A recent escapee from an apoc-
alyptic underground bunker, Kimmy 
must learn to adjust to 21st century 
life in the wondrous city of New York.

This Netflix comedy is as zany as 
it is funny, filled with countless spot 
on, equally hysterical popular culture 
references — though, Titus Andro-
madon’s (Tituss Burgess) recreation 
of Beyonce’s “Lemonade” is my ab-
solute favorite.

 Kimmy co inhabits a crappy 
apartment with Titus, who consis-

tently exploits her naivete and takes 
advantage of her overtly kind, posi-
tive nature. Normally, a character like 
this would be annoying, but Titus is 
just enough of a strange diva to make 
it work.   

This Netflix original series also 
has an abundance of comedic cameos, 
such as Fey, Jon Hamm, Lisa Kudrow, 
Maya Rudolph, Billy Eichner and 
more.

I swear watching “Unbreakable 
Kimmy Schmidt” will be one of the 
best binging sessions Netflix has to 
offer. So go home and laugh until 
your stomach hurt. I guarantee you 
won’t regret it.

—Kelsie Abram, Editor-in-Chief

If you have not done so already, a 
binge-watch session of “Gilmore Girls” 
is definitely needed. The seven seasons 
follow quirky, yet lovable Rory Gilm-
ore and her mother Lorelai as they 
navigate life in the small town of Stars 
Hollow, Connecticut.

The 153 episodes follow Rory from 
high school to post-college, and Lo-
relai from manager to owner of two 
Stars Hollow Inns. This drama is cen-
tered around family and friendship 
and life in a small town.

If you have already watched the 
show, check out the recently released 
“Gilmore Girls: A Year in a Life.” This 
mini series — released in 2016 spe-
cifically to Netflix — brought back a 
majority of the original characters for 
four episodes titled “Fall,” “Winter,” 
“Spring” and “Summer.” This continu-
ation of the original show allows audi-
ences a glimpse of their favorite char-
acters in Stars Hollow nearly a decade 
later.

  —Sophia Sonovich, News Editor

COURTESY OF  WARNER BROS.

COURTESY OF NETFLIX

COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.

“Unbreakable 
Kimmy Schmidt”

Available on Netflix

“Gilmore Girls”
Available on Netflix

“Inside Job”
Available on Netlix 
and Amazon Video

“The 100”
Available on Netflix 

and Hulu

TV & Movies

COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES

Not wanting to fall behind Marvel’s 
model, DC Comics began development 
of their own series of interconnected 
comic book stories, dubbed the DC 
Extended Universe. With a roster of 
some of the world’s most recognized 
heroes and villains, nothing could go 
wrong, right?

DC has had a tough time building 
the foundation of their cinematic uni-
verse. Movies like “Batman v. Super-
man” and “Suicide Squad” had lots of 
potential, but ended up being lam-
basted by critics and fans alike. The 
faith of DC’s future now rests on “Won-

der Woman’s” shoulders. Will this 
Amazonian super-hero be able to 
carry this project forward? Press reac-
tions seem to indicate so! It looks like 
DC has finally found their footing, as 
critics are praising the film. Gal Gadot’s 
performance as “Wonder Woman” has 
been described as ‘fantastic.’

Fans of epic adventures should keep 
an eye on this one. Better yet, the 
movie will be out by the time you are 
done with finals! Reward yourself for 
your hard work and enjoy this block-
buster.

—Diego Meza, Layout Manager

“Wonder Woman”
 Release date: June 2

COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.

Everybody loves when their favor-
ite superheroes gather in the same film. 
This is one of the main reasons the 
Avengers movies are so successful. 
Seeing Captain America battling Iron-
Man is a fanboy dream come true. 
Usually, these moments are reserved 
for blockbuster hitsmovies, but this 
summer the silver screen gets the 
royal treatment.

“The Defenders” is the latest entry 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 
More specifically, it is a new epic that 
brings together the stars of all previous 
Netflix Marvel shows. This means 
you’ll finally see street-level superhe-
roes Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke 
Cage and Iron Fist wreaking havoc as 
a team!

The show will pick-up right from 

where the “Iron Fist” ended. The gang 
will have to set their differences aside 
and unite to take on The Hand — a 
mysterious ninja organization, that 
brings people back from the dead. 
Based on the most recent trailer, Ele-
ktra — Daredevil’s old lover — will be 
one of the main villains, along with a 
new character played by Sigourney 
Weaver.  

Even though the recent “Iron Fist” 
was a disappointment, I’m very ex-
cited for “The Defenders.” This is in 
part due to the showrunners, which 
are the people responsible for “Dare-
devil’s” excellent first season. If this 
was a sign of what’s to come, “The 
Defenders” will be a must-see show 
this summer.

—Diego Meza, Layout Manager

Marvel’s 
“The Defenders”

Available on Netflix Aug. 18

COURTESY OF NETFLIX
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Harry Styles may have boy band 
roots, but you wouldn’t know listening 
to his self titled debut album “Harry 
Styles.” Styles co wrote all ten songs of 
the album, channeling the likes of leg-
ends David Bowie and The Beatles 
throughout.

Rolling Stone gave “Harry Styles” 
4/5, writing Styles “claims his turf as 
a true rock & roll prince, a sunshine 
superman, a cosmic dancer in touch 
with his introspective acoustic side as 
well as his glam flash.” And they’re 
obviously not wrong.

A stand out on Styles’ debut album 
is “Carolina” —  a catchy, soft rock song 
perfect for a day outside in the sun. 
Style’s voice shines on each beat of the 
drum, almost as if you can hear his 
relaxed enthusiasm from the speakers.

“Ever Since New York” and “Sweet 
Creature” fall under the love song cat-
egory, both containing heart-straining 
lyrics that’ll make you cry in your car. 
Opposingly, “Kiwi” shines on the al-
bum as a rock song with rockstar gui-
tar riff. Listen to it in a dive bar, and 
it’ll feel like you’re sitting next to the 
real Styles.

So go find a comfortable seat and 
prepare yourself for the amazing 48 
minutes and 18 seconds that is “Harry 
Styles.”

 —Kelsie Abram, Editor-in-Chief

Poo Poo Point
On the shoulder of Tiger Moun-

tains exists a small alcove-like location 
for hikers to watch parachuters take 
off the mountain. The hike itself to 
Poo-Poo Point is only 7 miles in 
length, but the altitude gain makes it 
feel like so much more. On sunny days, 
the trail is crowded with people of all 
ages with pets — each on a race to the 
top. This is an amazing spot to go for 
a family picnic or just to sit in the sun 
and get some vitamin D during those 
warm summer days.

         —Annie , A&E columnist

Comet Falls Trail
The Comet Falls Trail, located in 

Mt. Rainier National Park, is a 1.8-mile 
trail that climbs steadily uphill until it 

reaches the base of Comet Falls. Com-
et Falls was given its name because of 
it’s resemblance to the tail of a comet. 
It is also one of the highest waterfalls 
in Mt. Rainier National Park.

     —Justin Long, News Reporter

Foothills Trail
The best access points to the 25 

mile trail is smack dab in the middle 
of Orting, southeast of Tacoma, at the 
Orting City Park. The park offers an 
expansive playground and is paved, 
making it great for a long bike ride. 
Though the trail doesn’t loop the park, 
it does go right through it. Further 
west, the official trailhead has a small 
parking lot and is a short walk from 
the water.

  —Justin Long, News Reporter

Everyone has the ability to be stron-
ger. Lifting weights can increase self 
esteem and reduce stress, especially 
after a hectic school year. Mastering this 
skill is functional in everyday life and 
aids in weight loss. 

Take it one step further and explore 
the sports of bodybuilding, powerlifting 
or crossfit — all three are great for be-
ginners. Remember: everyone has to 
start somewhere! Join a local gym or 
purchase some weights at your nearest 
sporting goods store. 

This activity is good for the mind, 
body and spirit, and it also won’t break 
the bank! 

      —Jessika Foust , Page Designer

 Titlow Park
Titlow Park is a 75-acre grassy park 

located next to a lagoon sanctuary and 
the Puget Sound shores. The park offers 
a scenic view of the Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge and Fox Island.Other features 
of the park  include tennis and basket-
ball courts, playfields, trails, spray-
grounds, playgrounds and picnic areas. 
The historic Titlow Lodge, formerly the 
Hotel Hesperides, was constructed in 
1911 and is a central feature of the park.

      —Justin Long, News Reporter

Tipsoo Lake
Surrounding Tipsoo Lake are mead-

ows filled with wildflowers that bloom 
in late July and early August. Nearby, 
there is a popular hiking trail called the 
Naches Peak Loop. Hiking this trail 
counterclockwise offers an outstanding 
view of Mt. Rainer.

        —Justin Long, News Reporter

Wapatow Park
Just off of I-5 on 72nd Street, Wapa-

to park has a  trail about a mile long 
that loops around the lake. With a beau-
tiful view, it’s a great place to bring the 
family for a picnic. Wapato boasts sev-
eral bathrooms, a picnic area and a 
playground, as well as a large dog park. 

                 —Sasha Penn, Reporter

Ruston Way
This trail is 2.53 miles long with a 

populated area including restaurants, 
fishing and a breathtaking view of Com-
mencement Bay. This paved trail 
stretches between Jake Hyde Park in 
Tacoma and Ruston Way on North 49th 
Street in Ruston. There is a bathroom 
along the trail, though since there are 
restaurants along the way, you won’t be 
stuck out in the open when nature 
comes calling.

                —Sasha Penn, Reporter

I remember the first time I listened 
to Gorillaz. I must have been a 10-year-
old with little musical experience. The 
track “Clint Eastwood” began playing 
from the car’s speakers — and as the 
beat kicked in — I knew it was going 
to be something special. A couple years 
later, the group returned with the al-
bum that gave us “Feel Good Inc.”, a 
track which I consider among the best 
of all time.  

Fast-forward more than a decade 
later, and the band is back and better 
than ever. Their recently released al-
bum “Humanz” is the perfect record 
to play this summer. Whatever your 
music tastes are, I guarantee you’ll find 

something to love in this project. See, 
that’s the thing about Gorillaz — they 
don’t fall under a specific genre, but 
combine the best from each.

Check out the track “Submission” 
if you want a summer anthem to set 
your speakers on fire, “Andromeda” if 
you are in need of a power-song and 
“Busted and Blue” if you are feeling 
melancholic. I also recommend check-
ing the video for “Saturn Barz”, as it 
re-introduces you to the quirky, fic-
tional group that is Gorillaz. Their 
famous visual style and fantastic mu-
sical talent will make you a fan if you 
aren’t already one.

—Diego Meza, Layout Manager 

Earlier this year, Paramore released 
it’s brand new album, “After Laughter,” 
featuring music fit for the summer.  “Af-
ter Laughter” is filled with a new-wave 
sounding pop music, ditching Paramore’s 
previous alternative punk-rock vibe. 

The album title, according to lead 
singer, Hayley Williams, comes from 
“The look on people’s faces when they’re 
done laughing. If you watch somebody 
long enough, there’s always this look that 
comes across their face when they’re done 

smiling.” Williams has always wondered 
what “brought them back to reality,” 
which is what inspired the title “After 
Laughing.”

My favorite tracks on the album in-
clude singles “Hard Times” and “Told 
You So,” which are perfect for hot sunny 
days with their upbeat rhythms and 
catchy lyrics. Other songs on the album 
with a slower feel include “Fake Happy” 
and “26.”

      —Jude Hanno, News Reporter

COURTESY OF  COLUMBIA RECORDS

COURTESY OF PARLOPHONE

COURTESY OF FUELED BY RAMEN

“Humanz” by Gorillaz
Electronic/R&B/Hip Hop, $12 on Amazon

“After Laughter”
by Paramore

Alternative, $11 on Amazon

Hiking Trails
Get Fit!

“Harry 
Styles” 
by Harry Styles 

Soft Rock
$11 on Amazon

Recreational Fun

Activities

PHOTO BY SASHA PENN

Music



Katrina Marie Mercado 
Tammy Lynn Metzger
Angela Dionne Muller
Kendra Odenwalder
Tammy Young Park
Kali Joy Raisl
Peter C. Ralph
Jaynetha Robinson 
Andrew Reed Romberg
Matthew S. Rothner
Debra A. Rundle
Melissa A. Sagara
Ryu Arvin Sato
Moniqua L. Scott
Sarah Soyoung Seo
Ian Kyle Shelley
Mahfuza O. Sobitova
Jessalynn Sowards
Kathryn Sophia Stavig
Sabrina May Stevenson
Jui-Chieh Sun
Rebecca Ann Underwood
Ashley A. Westerland
Breanne N. Willard
Andrew M. Wilson
Heather N. Wright
Jennifer Namayn Young
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UW TACOMA CLASS OF ‘17
Degrees awarded on 
completion of all graduation 
requirements. Listing in this 
program does not indicate 
that all requirements have 
been met. *Indicates double 
degree earned.

SCHOOL OF 
INTERDISCIPLINARY 
ARTS AND SCIENCES
Master of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Tre Alexander Carver
Courtney Choi
Madison J. Gridley
William Towey
Jessica Nicole Warner
Elizabeth J. Wren-Staples

MILGARD SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

MASTER’S
DEGREES

Education
Doctor of Education

Annette C. Burnett

DOCTORAL
DEGREES

SCHOOL OF  
Education
Master of Education

Troy Ardell Albom
Cory James Albrecht 
Ted Alger
Kristen Marie Baker 
Kathryn G. Ballantyne 
Jennifer Lynn Banks 
Sarah Jean Beers
Alaina Sheehan Boyd
Linh Thi Kieu Bracking
Calen J. Bristow
Kimberly Coffman
Jennifer M. Crowell
Kelli Findlay
Ronnee Edward Fullerton
Heather Goode
Anita Jane Gorbun
Darcy C. Grager
Galen Guffy
Leigh A. Hensley
Kristin M. Herriges
Lauren Elisabeth Holmberg
Dayna Ann Hughes
Sharon Ellen Hunter
Molly Elizabeth Hurd
Angela L. Jones
Jessica Joyce
Kristina F. Kauffman
Kira Elizabeth Kearsley
Karen L. Kiritz
Lisa Knight
Robert Hiroshi Kuboyama
Jenny M. Lamont
Myhanh Pham Le
Borie M. Lee
Martina P. Lemke
Valentino A. Lemoncelli
Sheila May-Farley
David D. McCardell 
Rebecca Kathleen McGraw
Earle W. McWright 

Radha Madhavi Malireddy 
Prathyusha Mandagani
Trevor Meiss
Varun Mittal
Fahad Muzaffar 
Bharadwaj Narasimha
Natalia Nebulishvili
Viet Thanh Nguyen 
Priyanka Polavarapu
Neelima Potharaj
Mohammad Motiur 
Rahman
Sathish Krishnasamy 
Ravichandran
Sumana Ravikrishnan
Dallas James Rosson
Chaitra Sahukar 
Gurumurthy
Aadarsh Sampath
Samir Jimenez Sbai
Borui Shi
Vikhyati Singh
Shanthini Sivaraman
Praneesh Vikram K. 
Soundararajan
Iswarya Sridharan
Damiene Andre Stewart
Kim Stuart
Kamatchi Devi 
Subramanian
Alaka Sukumar
Shangyu Sun
Adnan Syed 
Sashank S. Tamhane
Jowy V. Tran 
Pooja Ambadas Vade
Sai Prajna Vadlamani
Sneha Madhav 
Vaishampayan
Bei Wang
Chia-Sen Wang
Xinhe Wang
Xinyang Wang
Yixiang Wang
Tianqi Xiao
Qianwen Yan
Yaqun Yu
Anam Zahid
Fengyuan Zhang
Xinyu Zhang 
Yu Zhang
Yuewen Zheng
Xiangyu Zhu

Pahuni Aggarwal
Surabhi Agrawal
Reem Almugbel 
Abeer M. Almutairy 
Chiahanam Ani
Jonathan R. Armer
Opeoluwa Abass Bada
Girija Bijumalla
Nirmala Biradar
Manoj Bisht
Nataliia Volodymyrivna 
Bondarevska
Chien-Hsiung Chao
Megha Chauhan
Sumita Chauhan
Fang Chen
Jianle Chen
Shufang Chen
Dheepak Chidambaram
Harshavardhan Chitta
Ankita Sanjay Dahad
Anindya Dey
Swati Garg
Emma Louise Geissler
Sheetal Nagaraju Gowda
Ronak Goyal
Chun Pan Hon
Caleb Horst
Euisoon Hwang
Madhuri Illuri
Seyed Mehdi Jazayeri
Jumana Hashim Karwa
Jayant Keswani
Greeshma Umesh Latkar
Ching-Lun Lee
Aoqian Li
Haoming Li
Qiaozhi Li
Xiao Liang
Xiao Ling
Harry Liu
Lan Lyu
Ashish Mahajan
Rishabh Malhotra

Master of Science in
Computer Science 
and Systems

INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY & 
MILGARD SCHOOL 
OF BUSINESS
Master of Cybersecurity 
and Leadership

Casey Lee Allen
Steven Armstrong 
James Ashe
Andy Cox
Francis Dadie
Shaney Edington 
Michael Anthony Evitt 
Faisal Farah
Daniel Freese
Sarah Gedlund  
David Hammerstrom  
Craig William Haworth  
Anna-Marie Johnson
Scott Klauminzer  
Theodore Tangie Longtchi
Matthew C. Martin  
Daniel Earl Massie   

Sara A. McGarvey   
Mohamed Ali Moalim
Kyle Warren Monnett 
Russel Parham  
Cherry Ann Quick   
Michael Smith  
Jeremy Stokke 
Kyle Uecker  Anthony Wade
Tabitha Woli

Catherine J. Bixler
Alex Cannon
Audrey Ellen Clair 
Darshpreet Kaur Dhaliwal
Le Du
Eun Joo Ebenhoh 
Mark E. Edgecomb
Fiona Haiyun Feng 
Ankun Guo
Marinda Huber 
Siu Fung Hung 
Hector J. Jimenez
Hailey Koger
Tejinder Kaur Kooner
Taotao Li
Xing Li
Jiayin Liu
Yalun Liu
Akram Mohamed Mohamed 
Ziyard
Courtney A. Nesenson
Patrick Cooper Nolan
Yanarro Alexander Pak
Rui Su
Gloria Lae Joseph Woli
Margaret Xu 

Master of Accounting

Master of Business
Administration

Tejinder Aulakh
Jacob Baker
Daniel Anthony Baron
Brian William Bodah
Tara E. Culler
Rajbir Deol 
Benjamin Elias Flores
Ivan Stanislavovich Golovkin
Kristine Lazar Grace 
Christian A. Hedegaard 
Anderson Kim
Jordan Scott Lyon
Brandt D. Lyse
Michael R. McDonald
Nicole Katherine Nuber
Jason L. Olson
Sue D. Petersohn 
Marlene G. Reyes Guzman
Nathan D. Root
Gaius Santos Sanoy
Jedidiah T. Tan
Keith Allen Thunstedt 
Angela Lee Ward 
NURSING and 
healthcare  
leadership
Master of Nursing

Kaitlin Marie Bellarin
Justin Curtis Essen 
Olena Gorbenko
Ella Bernita Guilford
Nadezhda Ivanova
Genevieve Levin 
Jingyi Li 

SOCIAL WORK AND 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Master of Social Work

Alishia Rose Agee-Cooper 
Daniel W. Aldridge
Tim Barrett
Keity Brito
Jennifer Lynn Oneil Brown
Valery B. Byrd
Gina Cabiddu 
Mertriss A. Chapel 
Christina M. Code
Dana Frances Conrad
Rosemary G. Cooper
Dawn Cuthbertson
Derrick D’Abreau
Roxanne Joyce DePeralta 
Kimberly Doering
Angelica Danielle Falsis
Frederick E. Flores 
Jessie D. Freeman
Megan Maureen Gillman 
Kristin D. Gilman
Daylen Leigh Gonzales
Jessica L. Heck
Anacelia Hill
Leon Huggins
Jill Jackson 
Kathy Yan Jing
Karina Lynn Johnson
Christina I. Jones 
Amelia Louise Kent
Tara Kessel
Katie L. Kimball
Jenny Lee
Angela Linsenmeyer-Acklin
Keith McNeal
Claudia A. Miller
Taylor A. Numedahl
Brooke Leah O’Flaherty 
Suzie Ovel
Zoe A. Papasian 
Adam Fred Parker 
Kayla Gerene Prill 
Benjamin J. Quinn
Emily Nicole Rogers 
Marie D. Rosa 
Merrillee Royse 
Lori Sadoski
Kayla M. Salazar 
Rachel Ann Savino
My T. Thai
Janet Turner 
Tobiah R. Twine
Ashley Ann Vassallo 
Amanda M. Villarreal
Kirsten L. Ward
Jannette Zarate
Tania A. Zimmer
URBAN STUDIES
Master of Science in
Geospatial Technologies

Bentley Scott Breithaupt
Gila Jean Burton-Curl
Chad Chambers
Christina Chelf
Christoph M. Clinton
Catherine A. Crook

Andree Ann Debauw 
Gina Fonseca Crescioni
Sheena Harms
Neil B. Lasley
John Patrick Perez
Emily Pitman
Dana Son 
Christopher Vandenberg
Mattie Joyce Wheeler
Dustin Wiersma

SCHOOL OF 
INTERDISCIPLINARY 
ARTS AND SCIENCES

BACCALAUREATE 
DEGREES

B.A. American Studies

Jonathan Charbonneau
Kristina Rene’ Downing
Mary Preston
B.A. Arts, Media, 
and Culture

Shane Louise Viray Agustin  
Jordan Ahlbrandt  
Griffin F. Arnhold
Nikkia Anne Elizabeth 
Atkinson
Nathan Daniel Barlow 
Michaela Diane Beaulieu
Chelsea Malia Brown
Katherine Kassiani Cassidy
Shun Hei Esther Chau
Rachel Elizabeth Collins
Kathleen Elizabeth Costello
Madison Edmiston
Chehala N. Fisher  
Pase Harden Garrett
Jillian Grove 
Megan Lianne Gullo
Kathryn D. Gurko
Barbara Hanson 
Keely Mari Hanson 
Abigail Aquino Hecht
Laurel Anna-Marie Jimenez
Natasha Renee Ferrari 
Jones
Amber Polly King
Jeffery Sungmin Lee
Ka Ho Li
Carly Ann Liebhauser
Dalin Sunyar Lork
Chaerai Jenyce Masulit
Christopher L. Mattice
Lydia Grace Mautz
Sarah N. Meyer
Kristanna Brielle Pena
Anna Phea
Brittany Michelle Piger
Ashley L. Primer
Morah Alyson Riedl 
Kyle Anthony Souza
Jordan Grace Stovall-Payne
Olga S. Subbotin
Louies Chi Fung Tam
Rui Wang
Franchesca C. Weimer
Kris Workman
B.A. Communications

Kristie Jean Lucas Adams  
Abegail Curie Advincula
Puni Alafaio
Nathan Douglas Anderson  
Owen Everett Anderson

April N. Markholt 
April D. Martin
Larisa N. Mokhnach
Danielle Nolan 
Louly Sam
Alex Stillman 
Barbara Womack



Vitalina I. Argirova
Josefina M. Atkins
Shruthi Banala
Daniel Patrick Barnett 
Carissa Sarah Bennett
Larissa Bokoni
Nicklaus L. Byrne
Ka Wai Chan
Katie Choi
Soyoung Choi
Nana Nicole Clarke
Erick Stanley Clautier
Amanda Jo Clift
Cayla L. Dahl
Totiyanna Dyches
Sarah Rose Dymond
Austin England
Jeremy Anoj Fernando
Miriah Nichole Fields
Joshua Jesse Brook Flores
Chris Joseph Foster
Jessica Foust 
Terrell Lamont Fox
John Emmanuel Franco 
David Michael Furnstahl
Simone S. Gates-Wiggins
Sean C. Gill-MacDonald
Joshua Gonzalez 
Benjamin Gusenkov
Madison Mackinlay Hartle
Queenie Ho
Anna M. Howell
Nicholas Darius Javidi-
Sharifi
Cyril Oluwokay Johns
Bailey A. Johnson
Natasha Renee Ferrari Jones
Taylor Claussen Jones 
Stephanie Elizabeth Kemp-
Waldner
Kendall Elizabeth Klein
Tyler J. Koenig
Taylor Louise Lafranchi
Anousith Lasasane
Justin Carl Lawrence
Justin Lee
Gabrielle Elena Lewis
Xiaofan Li
Madisen Elise Liddle
Mengmeng Liu  
Alyson R. London
Leah Amor Martin
Megan McAdams
Gabriel Melendez
Amy Elizabeth Menjivar
Aundraya Renae Miller
Long Yan Mok
Tanner Thomas Mulcahey
Sum Yee Ng
Clarissa Fe Rambayon 
O’Francia
Manuel Ortiz-Castrejon
Tani Jane Palafox
Hector Carlos Perez 
Chris Ryan Peterson
Selamony Phann
Daniel Reis
Jessica Pamela Rodriguez
Lavaunte Rowe
Priscila Russell
Phanthipa Sae-Tae
Jessika Rianne Schmit  
Yaroslav A. Seleznev
Jasmine Enaj Shaviri
Daljinder Kaur Singh
David Sokolan
Jennifer Caroline Soule
Jessica Stevenson
Angela Suresh
Khemarintr Nuk 
Suwanchote
Krystal Lois Taylor
Christopher F. Theine

Christian C. Tinoco Vera
Emily May Tolle
Ka Yiu Tong
Ai Chen Tsai
Hin Chung Tsang
Cade William Twilley
Alyson Reid VanCleave  
Natalie R. Waring  
Kasey Nicole Williams
Ki Ching Wong
Man Ming Wong
Yin Pan Wong
Christina Kim Woon
Victoria Elizabeth Wright
Mohammad Hamza Zaidi
Mary Jenelle Endiape 
Zarsadias
Mengxiao Zhu
Diana Zuniga
B.A. Environmental Studies

Taylor Lynn Avalos
Rachael Roberta Babcock
Phoenix Cornwell
Chase Patrick McLaughlin
Maureen G. Medrzycki
Kelly Ryan Pettibone
Amy Self
Felicia Renee Thornton
Nathaniel Douglas Wisness
B.A. Ethnic, Gender, 
and Labor Studies

Yuliana Ambriz
Deaglan F. An  
Mina An
Fielea Sandy Auau
Fatoumata Bah
Jordaniah Buth
Jalen Marcellus Calhoun
David Michael Chouinard
Michelle De La Cruz
DeAnn Dillon
Reesha Lanique Flavors
Emerald Amaris Gipson  
Alena Lorae Lei Gonzales
Dennis Ray Hange Jr.
Jet Hegenauer
Natasha Hollingsworth-Ford
Autum M. Hopkins
Anisha Ibatou Kili
Andrea Young Lee
Alyse McKenna Lippert
Junell ‘Jay’ Novelo
Mara Alexandria Rae
Maria Isabel Rios
Kynze Lynn Rogers
Ruddy Salas
Maryssa Brianne Tippett
Marisol Trejo
Mary Valencia
Diana Zuniga
B.A. Hispanic Studies

Abigail Marie Reed
B.A. History

Tarek R. Abdelhalim
Luke Baesler
Tyashia Lonette Black
Charles A. Bonet 
Christopher Thomas Coates
James Frederick Hannes*
Scott Henry Hanson
Ashley Marie Harmon
Kayla Jean Heitzman
Stanislav V. Ivshin
Daniel Kevin Kerr
Gabriel Lanham 
Dana Meyer
Nicolas James Smith
Olga S. Subbotin
Daniel James Twigg
William Warren

Kelvin Cheuk Hei Wong
B.A. Interdisciplinary 
Arts and Sciences

Carly Marie Aghazarian
Alison Jane Arnold
Pamela Jane Bauer
Jacob Torrey Brown
Olivia Bidleman Carson
Eva Natalie Chaillat
Brandon Seouk-Joong 
Chong
JoAnna D. Clark
Vishaal Shiv Diwan
Kris Farrens
Jennifer Dawn Fischer  
Gabriel Edward Holman Jr.
Dan Jones
Monica Kayastha Joshi
Anna Young Kim
Marc Lajoie
Jessica L. Leon-Guerrero 
Niamh Ciar Bronagh 
McDonald  
Kiersten Leimomi Meyers
George Montgomery
Katherine Deanna Morey
Quyen P. Nguyen
Rutha Nuguse
Hyung G. Oh
Aaron Pentland
Edwin Jhoan Piedra Santos
Rebecca Ann Rundell
Kiley C. Schulz
Tyler Shepard
Casandra Lainee Slaughter-
Jordao
Tanisha Kaitlyn Tatum
Laura A. Torres
Brandi Renae Tucker
Enrique J. Ugas
Tracy Anne Underdahl  
Kelly M. Watson
Franchesca C. Weimer
Brandon Michael Williams
B.A. Interdisciplinary
Arts and Sciences: 
Global Studies

Ilgor Abdullayev
Thomas K. Arbaugh
Maria Camille Colasito Bolo
Amon Greene  
Dwitiya Putera Hentyarsa
Aimee Xuan Huynh
Kevin A. Leighton
Maria Christina Ramos
Alicia Rodriguez
Haley J. Sbory
Ebony Nicole Smith
B.A. Law and Policy

Dega H. Abdilahi 
Stepan P. Abramov
Melissa C. Amaya
Noel C. Angle
Rachael Elizabeth Black
Timothy Patrick Brunk 
Dominic M. Carlos
Jordan Andrew Crawley
Ashley Marie Dickerson
Jennifer Lynn Ferrell
Andrew Sean Flanagan
Nataley Guajardo
Bonginkosi J. Hlatshwayo
Bethany Johnson
Christopher M. Johnston
Christen F. Kaufman  
Reese James Kittleson 
Joshika K. Krishna
Sierra Landholm
Christopher M. Longmire
Amy R. Magnuson
Isabella Valerie Mazur

Bryan McQuirk
Malia Rae Osborne
Kanani Briana Palafox
Maria E. Reyes
Ruddy Salas
Kayesee Lesley Schermerhorn  
Valerie Jean Toungette
Ashleigh J. Watson
Rachel L. Wilkinson
Jessi D. Williams
B.A. Politics, Philosophy, 
and Economics

Tarek R. Abdelhalim
Sumaya Aden Abdulahi
Abdirizak O. Ahmed
Erika D. Allee
Brandon James Allen  
Joanna Mae Aquino
Mishal Bahadory
Breana Louise Bailey-Orozco
Cascade Pierce Barnett
Justin Ryan Bistline
Stephen Eugene Bowman
Jiageng Chen
Jui-Hsiang Chu
Jonathan William Coots
Gabriel David Dallons
Jennifer S. Davies
Elari Fitzgerald
Darci Frieben
Elizabeth Chloe Gan
Takele Bude Gobena Jr.
Matthew Elliott Guest
Elvis V. Guzman
Nicole Marie Halvorsen
Shan He
Mandeep Heera
Zachary H. Hendrix
Lou Jacob Henley
Tristan John Hodgson
Ernest Holdbrook-Smith
Paul C. Howell
Chelsea Nicole Huddy
Yuda Ji
Berkan Koroglu
Anita C. Larson
Ryan T. Larson
Truc Thanh Luu
Bryan McQuirk
Amie L. Moore
Proteus Morrill
Anna Louise Nepomuceno
Tyler Allen Odenthal
Sabina Parmar
Christopher Wayne Pifer
Austin A. Reddy  
Joshua Michael Remillard
Andrealle Desiree Rife-Burton
Joshua Robert Rios
Kaja Anais Sanders 
Jiantao Shi  
Diana Petrovna Solovskaya  
Ana Laura Sosa-Escamilla
Blake Edward Stagner
Qiang Su
Haotian Tan
James P. Taylor
Jose Leonardo Torres Aly
Jou Chi Tseng
James Robert Valadez
Malisa Wei
Amy Linderson Welch
Shaun M. Wilson
Qiqi Xu
Xiao Xue
Linda K. Yarbrough
Abdirahman Yussuf
Jing Zhong
B.A. Psychology

Radhika Acharya
Abegail Curie Advincula
Ekaterina S. Aladjieva

Najma Mohamed Ali
Haley Jean Anderson
Jenae Nicole Anderson
Kirbi Payton Anderson
Olivia Grace Andringa
Heather J. Asbell
Tara Lynn Atkins
Tina Cherie Ayers
Dujin Baek
Nicole Ann Baker
Ramshien Kaelle Malang Barro
Jessica Marie Bell 
Diana Aleksandrovna Bizyuk
Ashley Renee Blanton
Nicole Caryl Brinks
Aaliyah Marie Bussanich
Mileena Lynette Bussanich
Missy Byrd
Lena Kaye Carkeek
Chi Fung Chan
Leslie Chavero
Jacques L. Co
Caroleena Cornelio
Jamie Lynn Crites
Jordyn Kaelin Curran
Michael S. Dang 
Brendan M. Davis
Lauri Leigh Davis  
Rosalva Cruz Decatur
Braeden L. DeGeorge
Yessika Ivette De Jesus
Jasmine Kaur Dhillon
Kaylie Diteman
Kristen Nicole Dixon
Justyne Dori Dunnigan-
Manhan  
Monica Dyer
Eris D. Egan
Katherine Estrada
Kelly A. Evenson
Donia Fdhila
Kadie Lee Fernando
Jessica Ferris
Craig A. Ferry
Alice Fitzpatrick-Olsen
Sabrina M. Flott
Gabrielle Thorey Folino
Daniel Foss
Zachary A. Foster 
Luisa Maria Gallardo
Breanna Garza 
Chani Aleah Gomes 
Komal Grewal 
Jenna Lynn Guenthner
Paul H. Guju 
Megan Lianne Gullo 
Lesley-Rose Ng’Endo Gutter
Celina Jeanette Haas
Dara Chantel Halvorson
Bria Mackenzie Hamlin
Angela Amelia Hampton
Lindsay Star Hartwell
Bessie Nixon Hayward
Lauren Helmer
Nikolas Anthony Hernandez
Kathleen Herrera
Catrina Hill
Tristan John Hodgson
Milea Hudspeth
Ashleigh Elizabeth Hunton
Aimee Xuan Huynh
Jamie Kristine Jarmon
Annette Dupree Jimenez
Payton Alexander Jones
Joshua Jurpik
Kerri Anne Kachlic
Sukhmanpreet Kaur
Maureen Kelley
Michelle G. Kelley* 
Jessica Lee Kinsey
Darien Gregor Konzelman 
Vitalina A. Krokhaleva
Kelsey Elizabeth Kuester
Tylor Marie Kuly
Marian R. Kvamme  
Jessica Kwong
Wing Yan Lam
Monique A. Larsen
NinaLiezel Ortiz Legaspi
Jean Marie Lewis
Joshua Lee Little

Kennedy Kannara Loeu
Amanda Nicole Lombardi
Alejandra Lopez-Rodriguez
Solomon Lotz 
May Yu Luu
Brianna Elizabeth Mandery
Camille Lorraine Martin
Sean Philip McElliott
Alena Marie McLaughlin
Danielle Frances McMahon
Shawn Anthony Miller-Jordan 
Kara Jaimee Molinelli
Domeg Kave Moore
Amanda Shayne Mower
Serena Joy Mull
Trey Matthew Nakanishi
Shelby L. Neiman
Man Wai Ng
Jose Oliva
Erin-Kea M. Openiano
Karl Reese Ortiz
Miski Bille Osman
Hongcan Ouyang
Olivia Nana Yaa Owusua
Jennifer Pancho
Solomia Patrashko
Marissa Marie Payne 
Katie Danielle Peterson
Anh Nam Phan
Sandra Faye Pitts 
Avery Plymale-Diaz
Norma Guadalupe Purdom
Gabriela Raisl
Sandra Ramirez
TyShaunda D. Reddick
Allyson Marie Rennie 
Amy L. Riggio 
Ashley Raye Righetti 
Marisol Rivera
Jason Paul Robertson
Dominic E. Rodriguez
Jason Raymond Rogers
Victoria Christine Rolph
Kendyl Corey Russell
Chelsea Lynne Salma  
Jeremy P. Santos
Jenna Marie Semingsen
Marina Sidorenko
Hali Siegert
Allison D. Simmons
LaDonna Michelle Smith
Rebecca Jean Smith
Ashley Lynn Sowle
Mitchel A. Spry
Helena Rene Stout
Edward Braddock Sullivan
Heather Dawn Swanson Sow
Michael S. Tanascu
Jessica Lorraine Thompson
Jordan J. Timmers
Vy Thuy Tran
Marisol Trejo
Nydia Sue Trout
Sera R. Tucker
Victor Alfonso Urbina
Nicholas Vasatka
Eternity M. Veney
Shilpa Verma
Kevin N. Vo
Nicole C. Wagner
Javier M. Wallace
Joy Gi Bbum Wang
Anthony J. Webb
Samantha Rose West
Sarah Anne Wilkinson  
Makayla Rose Woods
Robert T. Young
Brenda Samnang Yun
Alan Zable
Ali Zeng
Sandra Kay Zipper
B.A. Writing Studies

Lacey Rae Curran
Karter Lyle Kaonohiali’I Duff
Sage Margaret Farray 
Chani Aleah Gomes 
Steven Michael Gontarz
Sandra Lynn Gudgel
Lola Elaine Howell* 
Caitlin B. Hume
Holly M. Hunte
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Roslyn Leah Marshall
Michael Jay McCorkle 
Jade Renee Merrival
Jenny Miller
Fartun Mohamed Mursal
Jacob Anthony Nau
Alexandria Dolores Nickerson
Mary Rice
Amber H. Schindler
Jaclyn M. Schulte  
Virginia Ann Soileau
Erika Lavonne Wigren 
Angela Wild 
Chisi Amanda Xiong
B.S. Environmental Science

Morgan Leigh Anderson
Chad C. Atkinson
Michael A. Benjamin
Axton Kj Bullock
Rabie Camara
Jonathan A. Cruz
Dalana Marie Dailey
Anthony Data
Brittany Eisel
Anthony R. Endresen
Kayleigh Faulhaber
Michael B. Gabbard
Jennifer D. Gonzaga
Santiago Gonzalez
Mary Anne Graves
Scott Lewis Hammersberg
Davenick Harris
Yon Henderson
Morgan McRae Holman
Madison Ann Hourihan
Jean Marie Jensen
Ashish Katru
Marion Catherine LaRocque
Marla Elizabeth Leckron
Yu-Li Lin
April Luu
Alexander Malik 
Miguel Manzueta Jr.
Jade Alexis Markley 
Benjamin Stuart McKinnon
Mehakpreet Kaur Multani
Thanh-Thuy T. Nguyen
Dez Overman
Christopher Paul Reid
Don Aguzar Rollolazo Jr.
Moisei V. Sikotorski
Melissa Rose Stebbins
Sheerin Sulaiman
Nichole R. Taini
Michelle Tanase
Carina Tapia 
Nicholas James Thompson
Laura Alice Thornhill
Andrew James Watson
Sydney Olivia Westerland
Jordan Dean Williams
Richard S. Windels
B.S. Mathematics

Kevin Richard Bednar
Victor R. Fontaine
Alexandra Katherine Gore
Ruvim Romanovich Klimenko
Marion Catherine LaRocque
Andrew James Leise
Megan Danielle Sharp
Richard S. Windels
INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY
B.A. Computer 
Science and Systems

Andrew Widyawan Budihardja
Zach Izulkara Ouellette
Jisu Shin
Justin Ray Washburn*
B.S. Computer 
Engineering and Systems

Rand Faris Almaroof
Miguel Barreto
Enkhamgalan Baterdene
Darren T. Carpenter
Jonathan Chac
Isaiah Y. Forward

Andrew Thomas Gates
Aaron W. Gillett
Ryan William Glaser
Katherine Grace Loralea 
Harmon
Sandeep Heera
Brian G. Hess
Robert Hinds
Zeeshan Aziz Karim
Andrew M. Klonitsko
Maxim Andrey Kulish
Wayvern Siete McCormick
David Bruce Nowlin   
Vladislav G. Psarev
Carl G. Seiber
Jessica Noel Sills
Alex Smith
John Stovall
Reid Patrick Stuberg
Griffin Scott Toyoda  
Phillip Tran
Georgia Lanning Wade
Brandon Mitchell Watt
Jesse S. Wiklanski
Jason Michael Wilson
B.S. Computer 
Science and Systems

Moe Abdipour
Astam Aliyev
Collin Lee Alligood
William Almond
Justin David Arnett
Cody M. Arnold
Aygun Avazova
Tewodros Bada
John Seidu Bako
Dhruv Balakrishnan
Enkhamgalan Baterdene
Daniel Park Bayless
Hunter W. Bennett
Daniel E. Bergman
Clayton Oliver Blair
Andrew Ernest Bleich
Gabrielle Bly
Tyler Keith Brent
Winfield Martin Brooks
Sally Ann Budack
John Tan Bui
Edith Megan Elizabeth 
Campbell
Brandon W. Chambers
Tin Chun Chan
Aaron Chau
Arrunn Sokphall Chhouy
Patrick Cruz
Mohamed Ali Dahir
Sopheaktr L. Danh
Artem Davtyan
Pamaldeep Singh Dhillon
Ibrahim K. Diabate
Lachezar Georgiev Dimov
Andrew Hieu Dinh
Devin Durham
Bethany Lynn Eastman
Abdulkadir S. Fiqi
Patrick John Fitzgerald
Munkhbayar Ganbold
Elisha P. Gentry
Andrew Thomas Gates
Alexander John Glass
Xufang Guo  
Lovejit Singh Hari
Nicholas Allen Hays
Sandeep Heera
Sean Hill
Vu M. Hoang
Travis Holloway
Kyle Joseph Housley  
Jonah Keith Howard
Lola Elaine Howell*  
Jackson Hubert
Carl Akira Huntington
Can Chuong Huynh
Tuan Anh Huynh
Austin Day Ingraham
Nursultan Irgaliyev
Amy E. Irving
Asif Nasir Jamal
Sukhpreet Singh Jawandha
Yunhang Jiang

Jabo O. Johnigan
Joan M. Jones
Brian Matthew Jorgenson 
Vladimir G. Kaganyuk  
Zeeshan Aziz Karim
Robert Mureithi Kariuki
Gurpreet Kaur
Jake Peter Knowles
Mohib Kohi
Tung Kong
Edward L. Koval
Henry Lai
Ming Hoi Lam
Michael Joseph Lambion
David Kangmin Lee
Jieun Lee
Tony Kyu-Sung Lee
Bincheng Li
Brian James Lloyd  
Brandon Jason Lo
Michael R. Loundagin
Trevor Nathaniel Lowe
Jared Stephen Lowery
Tzu-Chien Lu
Lan Ly
Sawet Manachaichana
Humza Tarique Mangrio
Adam Chase Marr
Shawn Hany Massoud
Wayvern Siete McCormick
Mary Lou Melendez
Andrew Dion Merz  
Tarik Augustin Merzouk
Ashcon Collin Minoo
Nicholas John Mousel
Nok Him Nam
Chinh Quang Nguyen
Kevin T. Nguyen
Navy Nguyen  
Thang Quoc Nguyen
Ian Michael Nicholas
Verena Nicolaou
Chiemeziem Fortune Nwoke
Adrian Edward Maurice Olives
Samantha Fabugais Ong 
Dmitriy Onishchenko  
Alexander G. Orozco
Gabriela Orozco
Arthur Panlilio 
Benjamin Joseph Pasero
Demyan A. Pavlovskiy  
Leslie Jean-Nicole Pedro
Mark D. Peters  
Casey P. Peterson
Kyle Tang Phan
Peter Phe
Ryan James Potter
Amrit Singh Puri
Chenwei Qiu
Taeler Joseph Quesada
Andrey V. Radchishin  
Vitaliy V. Radchishin
Alexandria N. Reynolds  
Shema Rezanejad
Ian Richards
Anthony Michael Richardson
Melinda M. Robertson  
Ryan Ray Roe
Braxton Edward Rowe
Ethan A. Rowell
Benjamin L. Russell
Patrick L. Sanchez
Michael C. Scott  
Isaac Seemann
Brandon M. Semba 
Mathew Robert Sharff
Addison John Sims
Charlton Martin Smith 
Luis Alberto Solis-Bruno
Edgard J. Solorzano
Viveret Amant B. Steele
Tabitha Grace Stein  
Patrick William Stevens
Travis B. Stinebaugh
Gjorgi Stojanov
Matthew Daniel Subido
Gabriel Hunter Summers
Jayden Tan
Nico Tandyo
Lisa Mari Taylor
Alexander I. Terikov

Jason Thai
Jacob Leonard Tillett
Ameet S. Toor
Karanbir Singh Toor
Nathanael Toporek
Griffin Scott Toyoda
Cynthia My Tran
Jana Phi Phi Tran
Phuc V. Tran
Yau Kuen Tsang
Richard S. Ung
Thomas David Van Riper
Vinh Dan Vien 
Christine T. Vu
Adam Courtney Waldron
Alec Ryan Walsh 
Shao-Han Wang
Ziliang Wang
Kaycie L. Watmore
Brandon Mitchell Watt  
Jason Michael Wilson
Jeremy Scott Wolf
Brian Wolk
Daniel Wood
Thomas Edward Woodward
Jieping Wu
Matthew Jia Xi Wu
Feng Yang
Yicong Yang
Zheng Rong Yang
Ethan Albert Young
Biirhanu N. Zerefa
B.S. Information 
Technology

Svetlana A. Aksenova  
John Perri Angiono
Tony Au
Jas Banwait
Cuneyt Ibrahim Baris
Don Ricardo Batten
Tyler M. Busha
Joshua Deovic Calderon
Chris S. Callaham
Jimmy K. Cheng
Jason Choi
Seth Alexander Coad-Douglass
Lessi Rodrigue Coulibaly  
Sean Lee Cresse
John Dao
Jasdeep Singh Dhaliwal  
Everett Dixson  
Brandon Lee Evans
Elias Baye Feleke
Joshua Dean Fulcer
Virgilio Candelaria Garcia Jr.
Andrew Thomas Groff  
Tracie Tuyet Huynh
Sze Yan Hwang
Amer Imsic
Asha Sharif Isaac II
Danielle Jarecki  
Chala Kabira
Jason Kim
Kenny Kook Kim
Logan Klashorst
Aung Ko Ko
Ephraim Lamberty-Pabon
Stuart Canhrison Le
Javaughn Lewis
Taylor Brandon Lloyd
Steven Luther
Carlos Emilio Mena Valdivia
Cole Robert Michaud
Nathan V. Moultray
Huy Trong Nguyen
Koby Truong Nguyen
Long Trinh Nguyen
Phuc Huu Nguyen
Phuoc Huu Nguyen
Joshua Andrew Nipert
Denis Omimbi
Liudmila S. Palanchuk
Emily J. Paulson
Ethan Pham
Fredrick L. Proctor 
Melanie Bea Randall 
Anthony Lewis Rockafield
Brad Kyle Sanders
Harjaap Singh Sandhu
Cecilia Irene Silva

Harpreet Singh
Kamaljeet Singh
Prabhjot Singh
Yoorim Soh 
Brian Som
Noah Jungwoo Son
Nathanael Steinhauer
Jordan J. Stiver
Daniel Wade Surgenor
Elliott Temple
Abby Travis
Kishan Rajen Vekaria
Sinh Cun Vong
Ibrahim Wehlie
Matthew Ryan Wenger
Sandra Wentworth
David White  
David Michael Wood
Zhongming Yu
MILGARD SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS
B.A. Business Admin.,
Accounting

Katerina O. Adamyuk
Izumi Akiba
Nicholas C. Alexander
Amber Lynn Baggiore
John Barriga
Curt Garrett Bauer
Nelya S. Bindas
Sergey Borishkevich
Jiaxuan Cao
Chenling Cheng
Joseph Hojai Choe
Marcus Scott Culbert
Pathma A. Eli
David Andrew Erickson   
Marie Franklin-Osborn
Michael Peter Frey
Beau Joshua Gore
Ashley Lauren Grindley
Kelly RaeAnn Hadcroft
Aziza Hagos
Thu P. Hoang
Rachel Hollingsworth
Laurie F. Holman
Alexis Loren Hoskins
Thuy Pham Thanh Huynh
Hope Helen Inouye   
Liam-Dimitri Guzman Johnson
HeSeung Jung
Rachel Kathleen Kaes   
Michelle G. Kelley*
Molly Ann Kirby
Yen Le
Connor Lee Leckman   
Ju Yeop Lee
Hennadiy Yuriyovych 
Lehendzevych
Fangwei Li
Yuliy A. Makhovitskiy
Alexander James Marquardt
Danny Massey
Jeremy McDonald
Helen Lee Mosley   
Kevin E. Muehling
Ginger Margaret Nason
Jasmine R. Neafus
Truong T. Nguyen
Amanda Jane Oakeley
Alex B. Oledan
Jiahui Pang
Aleksey Panitkov
Michele Naomi Partin   
Thu N. Pham   
Cierra Nicole Raymond
Tyler Daniel Rebillion
Blong S. Remoket
Lynsi Jo Romano
Kaytie Rosado
Savanna Li Salas
Alec H. Schmitt
Mathias A. Schneider
John Patrick Schrier
Kayla Nicole Shewbert
Trenton Mychael Simpson
Mandeep Singh
Lisa U. Smith
Ashleigh Son   
Nuri Song

Shaun Starnes
Justin C. Strickland
Brian Thongdymanyvong
Ashley T. Tran
Thanhloan T. Tran 
Trang D. Tran
Savali Afoa Tupufia-Amisone
Scott William Van Wyk 
Thu V. Vo  
Monicah Wangui Wanyoike
Cheryl M. White
Kady Whittaker
Amelia Ruth Wilcox
Alec Jacob Wright
Christen M. Yokes
Sissi Zou
B.A. Business  
Administration

Glorianna Maria Abella   
Brent Ernest Aganon
Luke Mark Alger
Jagdeep K. Basi
Joshua Lyle Biddinger
Christopher Ray Bower
Kevin L. Brown
Austin Emmy Campbell
Michael E. Cantrall
Savannah L. Coalson
Ryan James Cochran
Amanda Cornejo
Logan Tyler Davis
Nicholas S. Dohrman   
Mathew William Frett
Ryan James Geier
Mallory Rose Goddard
Mitchell James Heilman
Marquise Lee Henry
Victoria Jedraszczyk
Kyle Ian Jespersen
Cassandra A. Johnston
Lana Irene King 
Haley D. Konsmo
Caleb D. Kraai
Emily Ann Manley
Timothy Alexander Mayorov
Kelsey Marie McCrary
Nicole Aiko Molnar
Veronika Murray
Allison Renai Nelson
Jennifer Mie Kiana Newlin   
Kelly Hien Nguyen
Tien Q. Nguyen
Austin David Oliveira
Michael Susumu Ota
Zachary Masaji Ota
Sasha Rain Dancing Penn-Roco
Britney Nicole Perez
John Powell
Christian J. Ray
Cody Douglas Reetz
Gary W. Shaw Jr.
Takumi Shibuya
Celso A. Tacury
Maximillian E. Trujillo
My’Lissa A. Young
Jiayu Zhong
B.A. Business Admin., 
Finance

Sarkis Fabian Aghazarian   
Mohamed Gamal Alagi
Nicholas B. Alden
Emily Anthony
Katie Baillargeon
Harjot S. Bajwa
Glen Lee Billinghurst
Hans J. Biteghet
Andrea Bjelanovic
Jimmy Huynh Bui
Endrei Casana
Dunn Chinen
Jacob Eugene Clark
Nico Alexander Cordeiro 
Maxx Kyle Couch
Maggie Marie Cournoyer
Yi Du
Claire Ann Elliott
Thomas Charles Fessenden
Brandon Jay Foster
Raijoneah Alyce Hawthorne

OPINION ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT SPOTLIGHTNEWS The Ledger. May 30, 2017 | Volume 21 | Issue 3010



Logan Spencer Hickman
Sean Patrick Hollingsworth   
Sam Holloway
Sung Hong   
Robert Stephen Ingle
Brenda Khamsoksavath 
Ploychanok Khongkhangam
Bingke Li
Xunfeng Li
Tyler Lipton
Ivan P. Lisanets
Javier Loya
Joseph R. Macri
John Aloysuis Martin Jr.
Jennifer M. Marvin
Vera I. Moskvich
Zach Musgrove   
Huong Ngoc Nguyen
Trang Thi Minh Nguyen
Britaini Chanele Parris
Andrew Eugene Potter
Sean Michael Redmond
Paige Alison Remmel
Sean Rojas
Melissa Nicole Russell   
George N. Sampson
Laxhdip Kaur Samra
Patrick Shannon Sevillano
Dat Thai
Than T. Tran
Jayce Valanaz 
Ana Ventura
Sergio Villasenor  
Quyen To Vu   
Thu Hoang Minh Vu
Ngoc Diem Vuong
Jialing Wang
Hanwei Yang 
Matthew Heeuk Yang
James Clifton Young III  
B.A. Business Admin.,
Management

Harris Anwar
Janell Lynn Carlson
Sarah Louise-Arriyanna Carver   
Wesley Conner Cully
Frederick Delacruz
Olga Ivanovna Diakonu
Ashlyn T. Doltar
Zimo Du
Makalai Edwards
Tina Escalera
Kim Lee Ewing
Kamen M. Ford
Dustynn N. Greenwood
Breana Celest Guzman
Katherine Leigh Hamor
Kelvin Roarke Ketchum
Adrian Estrada Lim
Theresa Chanyada Lo
Arsenio S. Lopez
Tanisha Shan Lopez-Chhouy
Kiana Kiyoko Luke
Carlos A. Mariona
James Masella
Cierra Marie McMahon
Jacob Meyer
Madeline Claire Pattin
Cesar Gabriel Ramos
Brandon Lee Reeves
Steven Tyrus Richardson
Samantha Schaefer 
Shweta Nandni Singh
Brittany Smith
John Everett Southworth
Ethan Q. Tran
Nelly P. Voyteshonock
Simarpreet Singh Walia
Bella Wang
Justin Ray Washburn‡  
Andrew Anthony Williams
Yong Wu
B.A. Business Admin.,
Marketing

Stepan P. Abramov
Oluwasegun Amoo Amosun
Carl Anthony Bates
Rebecca L. Blake
Jacob Thomas Bridgman   

Julia Jessica Burich
Ana Campos
Yuhao Chang
Siyu Chen
Cynthia Rose Crest
Kiersten L. Dahlen
May Davida-Jackson
Colton Michael Doyle
Bram Jasper Dubbeldam
Steven J. Dupre
Tayler L. Durtschi
Justin Edward Ennis
Tatjana Nicolette Hardy
Jose Maria Hernandez Perez
Janessa Janelle Hickey
Nhan Doan Dai Hoang
James Jiung Kim
Peter Taeyeon Kim
Hannah Haley Krueger
Michael Philip Larson 
Kourtney M. Layton
Phillip Michael Lewis
Xuepei Liu
Allyson Llewellyn
Samuel Lee Malnack
Kyungwon Min
Karla Sofia Molina
Duane Moss
Cheung Sung Ng
Phi-Khanh Ngoc Nguyen
Hayley Nichole Oberbillig   
Kylee Teruko Okazaki
Joel Danger Overly
Kelsey Christin Parks
Erik Christian Pederson
Rashida A. Robbins
Josiah P. Rowell
Joseph Arthur Rubino
Saleh Samael
Brooke J. Searight
Irina Shulyak
Meaghan Michelle Simonich   
Amandeep K. Singh
Victoria Eden Steinbrecher  
Anthony Yuion Tam
Zixin Zhu 
NURSING & 
HEALTHCARE 
LEADERSHIP
B.A. Healthcare Leadership

Kathlyn-A Barbero
Sasha Borisenko
Cedric Brothern
Alina S. Brynza
Jazmine Song Calco
Kelsey Devi Chand
Emily Charbonneau 
Molly Jean Davenport
Jennifer L. David
Titania DeBell
Molly Maxine Doherty
Marissa Merie Edwards
Rainy Esteves
John Emmanuel Franco
Hailey Noel Green 
Shaline Rose John
Soo Uk Kim 
Rebecca Rae Larsen
Jinae Lee
May Yu Luu
Nedralani Foisaga Mailo
Michael Christian Miller 
Alena Motso 
Shuayb A. Nur
Moses September Okello
Nasro Hassan Omar
Olga A. Pilipchuk
Domenica L. Ramirez
Levi Charles Reinwald
Rafael Francisco Saucedo Jr.
Serina Liayn Singh
Nataliya V. Sklyanchuk 
Duyen Thi Tran
Jamal A. Twaha
Daniyela V. Varvaryuk
Michelle Mae Bactol 
Voluntarioso
B.S. Nursing

Jennifer Marie Allen
Charlene Leslie Carpio Almazan 
Ellen S. Andersen
Kelsey Leigh Austell
Crystal Rain Berg
Corinne R. Bernardy 
Daniel Philip Bevacqua
Iana Bezman
Nicole Jean Botz
Amarjeet Kaur Brar
Holly Brezynski   
James Edmund Bronoske
Todd Bui
Toni Lynn Caldon
Abdul O. Calfos
Carolyn Maj Capell   
Kaye Carnecer
Yoon Mi Choi
McKenna Lucille Coppedge
Jenny Cravens
Irada Dadash Dadashova
Huong T. T. Dao
Kendal L. Darnell
Vitaliy S. Dudar  
Tracey M. Dufault   
Kayla Brittney Ferguson
Elizabeth Frank
Meshara Amber Galland 
Anna Gabriela Garcia
Domnikiya Georgiyevna Gil 
Stephanie Glenda Green
Sandeep Kaur Grewal
Tetyana H. Hafurova
Roxana Kay Hawelmai 
Whitney A. Heppell
Gena M. Houghton 
Jessenia Elisabeth Ibarra
Colleen Cervantes Ildefonso
Lisa Ifeoma Iwuoha
Erika DeSalme Jensen
Carol Chisa Jobi
Shawnelle I. Johansen
Kendahl Shawn Johnson
Sarah Jordan  
Elizabeth Marie Joyce
Jatinder Kaur
Kulwant Kaur
Satinder Kaur
Anne Kent
Charity Wanjiku Kihonge
Roman Alekseyevich 
Kondratyuk
Liliya Kruk   
Jenny Kwon 
Chelsea Lazo
Deborah Lim
Alina Ann Luevano
Stephanie Mavin
Heather Anne McGivern  
Maja Sophia Nelson 
Ashley D. Nonato
Christine Nwachukwu
Diana Osterdyk
Ashley Marie Pattengale  
Kelsey Marie Potter
Sirjana Pun
Alice Bobby Rattananongsy
Alesha Lynette Reed
Amanda Michelle Richardson
Casey Marie Shoaf
Stephanie Simolke
Jacquelyn Renee Sinn   
Thadeus Gibson Stevens Jr.   
Alexandra Yasemin Tedeschi
Nary Thi Thach
Molly Kathleen Thias
Tiffany Lynn Todd
Cassondra Urrieta   
Vitaly Jason Vavrinyuk
Karen Garcia Viscaya 
John Douglas Whiley
Warren Wongwai
Ike Kyoung Woo
Luciana S. Wright
Ly Yon
Philip Lindon Ciriaco Zullo
SOCIAL WORK and 
criminal justice
B.A. Criminal Justice

Rachelle L. Adams Dureti Tafese Abera

Jennifer C. Adams
Aimee Estefania Arteaga- Mendoza
Alberto Baena 
Courtney Lorraine Becker  
Heather Marie Betts
Megan L. Brackett
Jacqueline Michelle Briere
Danielle E. Brinkman
Kelsey Kathleen Burrows
Meagan Anne Butler
Liliana Caracoza Lopez
Emilio M. Castaneda
Tyler Tesong Choe
Trevor Ryan Combs
Eric Randall Cook
Justyne Demers
Raquel Viviana Diaz Rodriguez  
Jasmine Denise Dixon
Elizabeth Carrie Donovan 
Derek Scott Downey
Scott Michael Eastman 
Jeremy Phillip Galles
Stephanie Kathleen Genton
Komal Grewal
Kelly Michele Hager
Regina D. Harper
Steven Michael Henderson 
Eric Hermosillo
Anna Marie Hobson
Sebastian Ian Housh
Lorenzo Dominique Juarez
Arjenn Singh Kalsi 
Sukhmanpreet Kaur
Sophon J. Kim 
Bryce Fay LaBonte
Ashley Nicole Lindeman
Yekaterina L. Malevannaya
Elizabeth Mateo 
Eleonor A. Mayo 
Austin Rithy Mey
Stephanie Marie Moller 
Connor Everett Morningstar
Cassie Lolita Munoz 
Ramirez
Miracle Juli-Angel Negron
William Douglas 
Nicewonger 
Nichole Marie Pace  
Jacqueline Perez
Alyssa Erin Porter
Tara E. Price
Karina Ramos 
Teresa Regalado 
Charlotte Blaire Sadlier
Thomas Sedlacek
Jamie Zulema Silva 
Amber Marie Smith
Jeffery Leroy Smith  
Chayanne Yumak Soto
Courtney M. Sullivan  
Nicholas Tarsia
Matthew David Upchurch   
Monique Shanee Vazquez-Davis
Franz Caesar Duldulao Vicente
Joanna Villa
Ashleigh J. Watson
Ashley Rose White
Sean Anthony White
Shannon J. Widdicombe 
Amanda Xayasane
Joshua Jun Yang
Chad Juyoung Yun 
Alfredo Zendejas 
Sandra Kay Zipper
B.A. Social Welfare

Yelena P. Abramova
Aigalesala Tauanuu Afalava
Rodney Dean Antonson 
Kimberly Melissa Armstrong 
Vyugar Babayev
Evlyn Ann Lightner Baez 
Leika Keith Baquiran 
Olesya A. Baranova
Tianna Rose Bergstrom
Sarah R. Buckingham 
Hannah A. Campanile
Yulisa Cardona
Mandy N. Carp
Payton Elizabeth Clements
Jessica Rae DeYoung  

Sarah Elizabeth Fitzpatrick
Samantha M. Gainer 
Seina M. Gilman 
Natalya Vladimirovna Glebova 
Jenny Kia Hang
Stephanie Marie Hindman  
Che Arlag Hok
Blanca L. Hurtado   
Devon Jeanne Isakson  
Kaylee R. Kent
Daniel Aaron Kiefer
Jaedyn Raquel Ledesma 
James Robert Martin
Cristina Martinez-Montano 
Bailey Morgan Meade
Thomas John Meyer   
Brittany Ann Miller
Emmily Josephine Molio’O
Kassandra E. Parrish 
Monica K. Perales 
Jessica G. Ramirez 
Lily Ros
Evelyn Saunders 
Kelly Kathleen Scheffer
Randi Elizabeth Stacy
Emily Francis Stapleton 
Sheba Carmel Summers
Leone Leativa Tanielu
Jacy Christianna Torres
Jessicca R. Varnum
Ashton Boyd Westbrook  
Beth A. Willey 
Laura Vanessa Yañez
URBAN STUDIES
B.A. Sustainable 
Urban Development

Timothy Eugene Barnes
Thomas John Bayne
Alvin Chan
Wai Yip Chan
Yik Fung Chan
Lisa Christensen
Margaret Selene Gonzalez-Ruiz
Maggie Pearl Hale
Griffin A. Hoerner
Taylor Claussen Jones  
Angela Melendez
Casey Dean Miller
Andrew Douglas Sorenson
Chris Joon Ho Suh
Chrissanda C. Walker
Leticia Maria-Vallejo Wallgren  
B.A. Urban Studies

Mariam Nasma Addish
Rocky Alan Atwood
Kristine Coman  
Manika L. Dhami
Mellat Araia Fisshazion
Jeffrey Craig Hilton Jr.
Jordan Lee Hoover
Matthew Kerns
Nam Hei Isaac Lee
Jesse McHenry III
Amanda Claire Miller
Reginald V. Woods
Caleb Jinkyu Yi

Degrees awarded on 
completion of all graduation 
requirements. Listing in this 
program does not indicate 
that all requirements have 
been met. *Indicates double 
degree earned.
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The power of storytelling 
and story-listening

Luis Ortega’s motivational story teaches us about overcoming life’s obstacles by listening.

Many of us want to be great 
public speakers. Standing 
confidently in front of large 

crowds, captivating the audience with 
the power of our words — these are skills 
society encourages us to learn and 
develop. But what about the other side 
of the equation? There are loads of 
information on how to become a better 
speaker, but not much about being a 
better listener. Active listening is not 
just hearing words, but fully focusing 
on the message behind them. Paying 
attention to what someone has to say 
can have life-changing consequences, 
as shown in Luis Ortega’s story. 

Ortega is a TEDx Speaker and 
founder of Storytellers for Change, an 
organization that utilizes narratives to 
promote social change. He travels across 
the country delivering powerful 
speeches at different institutions. Ortega 
recently visited the University of 
Washington Tacoma campus for a 
discussion titled “Day of Hope for 
Change.” I had the chance to join him 
and learn about his life, struggles and 
triumphs in this motivational talk. 

Ortega‘s mother wanted a better 
future for her children, so she migrated 
from Mexico to the United States when 
Luis was around 14 years old. It was a 
harsh transition, as they had to adapt to 
a whole new culture that sometimes felt 
uninviting. At first, they lived in the 
basement of a house, where each sibling 
would take a corner of the room and 
mark it as theirs. Inability to pay the rent 
caused them to live in a car for five 
months. Later, they managed to find a 
humble apartment that offered no 
privacy.

Despite all these obstacles, Luis was 
a good student. One day, he sat down 
with an academic advisor to talk about 

college. Luis was scared — he believed 
his illegal immigrant status would stop 
him from achieving higher education. 
His nightmares seemed to come true, 
as the advisor said people like him don’t 
go to college. Ortega’s perfect attendance 
record was broken — he left the school 
crying in despair. 

Once he reached home, Ortega ‘s 
grandmother noticed the sadness 
hidden behind his eyes. She approached 
him and said, “people are remembered 
by the stories they tell.” This phrase 
rekindled the fire inside Ortega, pushing 
him to fight back. 

Ortega wasn’t sure where to begin. 
Nobody had guided him on what’s the 
path to college. However, he was used 
to seeing University of Washington 
advertisements posted around his daily 
route, He hoped to find some answers 
there.

He arrived to the University of 
Washington Seattle campus and 
knocked on every door, looking for help. 
He eventually encountered someone 
who saw the potential in him. When 
asked if he had the paperwork needed 
to apply to the school, he said no, as he 
was clueless about the admission 
process. He had three days to turn in 
recommendations, personal statements, 
transcripts, etc. before the deadline. 
Armed with determination, Ortega 
spent all night putting together these 
documents from the one place in his 
apartment that offered some privacy 
— the bathroom.

Ortega waited and waited, until a 
small envelope arrived at his mailbox. 
Prepared for the worst, he opened it and 
found out he was accepted. It was one 
of the happiest moments in his life. 
Ortega and his mother cried tears of joy, 
excited by the opportunities lying ahead. 
Standing at the university’s Red Square 
filled him with pride. The efforts of his 
labor seemed to finally have come to 
fruition. However, the change proved 
to be harder than anticipated. Ortega’s 
grades plummeted, going from a 4.0 in 
high school to 1.5 in college. Self-doubt 
overtook his mind. 

Just when he felt most insecure and 
vulnerable, his favorite teacher from 
high school contacted him. She wanted 
him to go back to the school and give a 
speech to struggling students. She felt 
his success story would be a good 
motivator for them. The thought of 
public speaking had never crossed 
Ortega’s mind. He was the quiet kid in 
school, sitting at the back of the class. 
He was so afraid of speaking, that one 
time his mother had to go take him from 
school, causing her to lose her job. 
Naturally, he wanted to reject the 

teacher’s proposition. 
After some consideration, Ortega 

decided to visit his old high school and 
give the speech. He expected maybe a 
dozen or so people to be there, but to 
his surprise, there were over 100 
students waiting for him. He was 
overwhelmed, but decided to go along 
with it. After an hour of — what he 
describes as — awkwardly putting 
sentences together, he was done with 
his first speech. The look on the 
audience’s faces confirmed his 
suspicions; it had gone terribly. After a 
pathetic applause, the students left the 
room. Ortega began packing his 
belongings, when he noticed a student 
walking back and forth. As he was about 
to leave, the student rushed and threw 
himself at Ortega . The kid hugged him, 
and with tears flowing from his eyes, 
thanked him. There was someone in 
that audience who was deeply impacted 
by Luis’ message. That person listened. 

This moment taught Ortega the 
value of empathizing with others. He 
felt that student was his “other him” 
— someone who through similar 
experiences connected with him based 

on something he said. Ortega’s favorite 
teacher took notice of the event. Soon 
after, Ortega received offers to give more 
talks. Even though he was a homeless 
student with many worries, he still 
managed to find time to give speeches. 
He felt education shouldn’t be kept for 
yourself, but be given to others. From 
then, Ortega has worked on projects like 
the development of the Leadership 
Without Borders Center for UW, 
development of youth support programs 
for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
and creating his own organization called 
Storytellers for Change. I highly suggest 
watching a video of one of his speeches. 
His story and mission is a great source 
of inspiration.

Ortega’s moving story is a prime 
example of overcoming life obstacles 
based on the powers of storytelling and 
story-listening. His life was shaped by 
listening the wise words of his closed 
ones, as well as the stranger who 
connected with him through his first 
speech. Next time you engage in a 
conversation with someone, don’t just 
listen to the words they say — be an 
active listener.

By Diego Meza
Layout Manager Active listening is 

not just hearing 
words, but fully 
focusing on the 
message behind 

them.

COURTESY OF STORYTELLERS FOR CHANGE
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